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How Christians Responded to Plagues 
 

In his book, The Triumph of Christianity, sociologist Rodney 

Stark recalled how, during AD 165, smallpox’s first appearance ravaged 

the Roman Empire taking the lives of somewhere between a quarter to a 

third of the population in death. A century later, another plague gripped 

the Roman Empire. As people were dying all around, folks who weren’t 

sick avoided contact with others. At the first appearance of symptoms, 

victims were often cast out where the dead and dying lie in piles on the 

streets.  

Christians, however, responded differently. They actually met the 

obligation to care for the sick rather than avoid and desert them, resulting 

in the saving of multitudes of lives. They very merely applied elementary 

nursing, such as administering food and water. Some estimates suggest 

that Christian nursing reduced mortality by two-thirds. Furthermore, the 

fact that most Christians who were afflicted by the illness survived didn’t 

go unnoticed. No Christian went untreated by their fellow Christians, and 

the mortality rate was lower among Christian communities because of the 

care given to people of faith by people of faith.  

Stark attributes Christianity’s flourishing and growth to 

Christians’ response and reaction during plagues in the first four 

centuries. Even today, amid COVID-19, we see more division than unity. 

More fear than faith. As for myself, I’ll take every recommended 

precaution advised to stem the tide of this illness that has plagued us, but 

I won’t live a life of fear. I also won’t assume the worst of someone who 

has a differing view about this disease than myself. I would urge every 

Christian to live as if we genuinely believe that God is in control while 

taking necessary precautions. Also, I’d pray that we are willing to serve 

our neighbors, be they Christian or not, if they have needs and cannot 

meet those needs during our national trial. This is truly a time to let our 

light shine and for us to be the salt of the earth.    

 

Steven  
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The deadline for budget request for 

2021 has been extended to November 

8, 2020.     I know it has been a hectic 

time during the last month or so.  

Therefore, the deadline for budget 

requests has been extended to this 

coming Sunday.  If you as a Deacon or 

ministry leader need money for 2021 to 

support your area of work for 2021, 

please get the request to me or Steve 

Dublin no later than Sunday 

November 8th.  If it is more convenient 

for you to email your request form you 

may do so.   

My email address is 

garrye@glendaleroadchurch.org 

 

If you would like, you may also text 

me at 270-293-0881 the amount 

needed to support your work with a 

description of your use of funds so 

that I might prepare the request 

form for the budget meeting. 

 

Thank you for your 

leadership of your area!  You 

are a blessing! 

 
 
 
 

Garry Evans 
Involvement Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~SUNDAY SERVANTS~ 

 
11/8/2020 

9:00 Morning Worship 
Welcome .................................................................... Garry Evans 
Song Service .............................................................. Derek Jones 
Opening Prayer .......................................................... Jackson Bell 
Preside ............................................................................Mike Orr 
Scripture Reading ............................................... Stacey Underhill 
Scripture ................................................................. John 4:23–24 
Speaker .................................................................. Steven Hunter 
Sermon ............................... “Why Does God Demand Worship?” 
Closing Prayer .......................................................... Brent Canter 
 

 
****** 

 
11/8/2020 

6:00 Evening Worship 
Welcome .................................................................... Garry Evans 
Song Service .............................................................. Derek Jones 
Opening Prayer .......................................................... Kim Puckett 
Scripture Reading .............................................. Billy Joe Hendon 
Scripture .................................................................... Acts 4:8–12 
Speaker .................................................................. Steven Hunter 
Sermon .......................................... “Are All Religions the Same?” 
Closing Prayer ....................................................... Terry Bourland 
Preside/PM Communion ................................. Johnny Bohannon 
 
 
 

****** 
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-THE GLENDALE FAMILY- “Rejoice, Give Thanks, Pray” 
 

 

    
    

 

    

NO CLASSES UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE 

Scripture for Today:  Micah 6:6-8 “With 
what shall I come before the LORD, And 
bow myself before the High God? Shall I 
come before Him with burnt offerings, With 
calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased 
with thousands of rams, Ten thousand 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, The fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul? He has shown you, O man, 
what is good; And what does the LORD 
require of you 
1. But to do JUSTLY, 
2. To love MERCY, 
3. And to walk HUMBLY with your God.” 
 

                                    
 
November 4th, 2020 – Wednesday Night 
Class – Topic: Continued…The Peter Pan 
Syndrome (Ephesians 4:13-15)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TYLER BOHANNON 

COLLEGE & YOUNG-N-HEARTS 

MINISTER 

YOUTH 
Jacob Vaughan 

    
 

***** 

 
   As many of you know the school districts 
in our county have decided to go to NTI for 
the next couple of weeks in order to help 
combat the spread of covid-19. This may 
seem to some as a break for our students 
from the continuous stress that education 
can cause, but unfortunately, this form of 
education, though needed, can become a 
one that produces more stress as the kids 
are separated from their friends as well as 
the hands on explanations and teachings 
that our wonderful educators are able to 
provide in person. This message is not to 
combat the idea or necessity of NTI, but 
rather to point out to the congregation that 
our students may be in need of a little 
more encouragement these next few 
weeks. If you can find the time to give a 
text or call to some of our youth over these 
next few weeks, I am sure it will be 
appreciated. I hope you all have a 
wonderful rest of your week and I hope to 
see a many of you as possible at services 
this coming Wednesday. 

 
 

In Christian Love, 

Jacob Vaughan 

 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYMPATHY 

   We extend the sympathy of the congregation to 

Dan Grimes and family on the death of his siter, 

Shirley Freeman; and to Elvin Crouse and family on 

the death of his mother, Reba Crouse. 
 

LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 

   Ladies’ Bible Class will meet on Tuesday, 

November 3rd at 10:30 in the east end of the 

multipurpose room.  They are studying from the 

book, God’s Words of Life for Women. There are 

still copies available in class if you would like to join 

us.  This Tuesday the lesson will be “Finances” from 

pages 67-72. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

   Please let anyone who needs food assistance know 

about our food pantry and it is open every Monday 

morning from 8-10. 

   We need Spaghetti Sauce and Noodles, Soup, 

Canned Ravioli, Mac and Cheese or anything else 

you would like to bring.  We appreciate everyone for 

all they give! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
   Thank you all for showering us with love and 
gifts for our baby boy!  We are so blessed to 
have a wonderful church family who cares for 
us!   

Brock and Kali Simmons 
~~~~~ 

   Thanks for the calls, cardsKIK and prayers 
during my recent surgery.  I appreciate 
everyone’s concern. 

Vicki Mahan 
~~~~~ 

   Thanks for the many birthday cards I received!  
I am very blessed to have you. 

Dee Dee Cook 
~~~~~ 

   My 92nd birthday was one of the greatest ever!  
Thank you for the cards, calls, food and the 
haircut.  Love you all! 

Ray Bazzell 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

   Pack the Pantry food drive will begin 
Sunday, November 1st and will go 
through November 22nd. We will be 
accepting food and financial donations to 
help replenish our food pantry. 
Donations can be dropped off in the 
commons area. This is a church wide 
food drive but there will be a friendly 
competition going on between a few of 
the classes. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity!   
 

 

 

~DEACONS~ 

Gerald Coles                                Tim Coles                                    Jody DeWitt   
Garry Evans                   Andrew Falwell                    Joel Fisher                    
James Gibson                         Chris Jones                           Chad Lawson                            
John Mahan                       Terry McCallon                         Karl Smith                                                           
Jay Stark                                         Tim Stark                            Walter Lee Steely                 
Rob Thompson                          Arvis Thorn                          Stacey Underhill                          
Daron Wilson                               Brad Young 

 

~CARE TEAM LEADERS~ 
1. Garry Evans 
2. Garry Evans 
3. Jody DeWitt 
4. Garry Evans 
5. Raymond Grady 
6. Jay Stark 
7. Allen McKeel 
8. Gerald Coles 
10.     Karl Smith 
11.     Marty Sheridan 

arty Sheridan 
 

 

~ELDERS~ 
Jeremy Bell                          Johnny Bohannon                            Brent Canter   
Kenneth Cleaver                      Raymond Grady                             Allen McKeel  
David Ryan 

 

12.    Garry Evans 
13.    Billy Joe Hendon 
14.    Rick Spann 
15.    Garry Evans 
16.     Jimmy Wilder 
17.     Joe Phillips 
18.     Derek Jones 
19.     Tim Stark 
20.     Garry Evans 
 

 

~LIBRARY~      

                 Perfect Hymn for These Days     

   
    In the darkest days of the Great Depression, famed preacher, 
author and hymnwriter, Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), 
wrote the words to one of the 20th century’s greatest hymns.  
Although written 90 years ago, the words are relevant to the 
issues that challenge our country this very day.  “God of Grace & 
God of Glory” is # 846 in our current hymnal.  The first verse 
goes as follows: 
 
   God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour Thy power; 
   Crown Thine ancient church’s story, Bring her bud to glorious flow’r. 
   Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, For the facing 0f this hour. 
 

   The remaining four verses all resound with his highly 
relevant words.. 

        Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage 
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